
Why Supporting Kalev Competitions is Important ! 

Kalev depends on private support to maintain a high level of athlete development and to help fund international 
competitions. The name Kalev is synonymous with Rhythmic Gymnastics development in Canada and we thank for your 
support in continuing the tradition! 

Help us develop the beautiful sports of Rhythmic Gymnastics and Aesthetic Group Gymnastics in Canada. The 
2018 FIG Koop Cup International Invitational RG Competition and the International Invitational Aesthetic Group Gymnastics 
Competition for 2018 Four Continents Championships provide a wonderful opportunity for our Canadian gymnasts to see, 
compete and perform with, and be inspired by the best gymnasts in the world. We would greatly appreciate your support 
to help make these competitions a success for our Canadian girls and all the visiting international delegations. As 
you can imagine, the costs of running such an event are high, and any help you could provide in the form of donations or 
advertising support would be greatly appreciated. In return, depending on your level of sponsorship, we would be happy to 
offer you seating for the competition, advertising space in the event program and an opportunity to display your banner at the 
event and/or on our websites.

We hope that you will help support our competition and our efforts to bring the best of the world here where we can enjoy 
their talents first hand and be inspired by them.  We’re looking forward to seeing you on APRIL 26 - 29 at the Markham 
Pan Am Centre, 16 Main St, Unionville, Ontario, Toronto, and thank you for your support!

Brief History. The Kalev Sport Club first introduced Rhythmic Gymnastics (RG) to Canada over 60 years ago.  Under the 

leadership of Evelyn Koop, affectionately known as the “Godmother of Rhythmic Gymnastics in Canada”, tens of thousands 
of gymnasts have come to share her love of the sport. Founder of the Ontario (1968) and Canadian (1971) 
Rhythmic Gymnastics Federations, the creator of the Four Continents Championships in RG, and one of the crusaders behind 
RG’s acceptance into the Olympics, Evelyn is now doing for Aesthetic Group Gymnastics (AGG) what she first did for RG. In 
1991 Evelyn Koop began “The World’s Best” international invitational competition which the Canadian Gymnastics Federation 
later named the “Koop Cup” in her honour. The reason for the competition was to give Canadians an opportunity to achieve 
higher honours than possible at the World Championships and to allow them to compete in their own backyard 
and be motivated and inspired by the world’s best. 

Tradition of Building Olympians. Evelyn Koop was a choreographer for the opening ceremonies of the 1976 Olympics 

and, by demonstrating rhythmic gymnastics, opened the door for it becoming an Olympic sport. The first Olympic 
competition, in 1984, was won by a former Kalev athlete, Lori Fung. At the Olympic Games in Atlanta 1996, Kalev gymnast 
Camille Martens was Canada's only competitor in Rhythmic Gymnastics. And in Sydney 2000, Kalev's Emilie Livingston 
represented all of the Americas!  Alexandra Orlando, a gymnast who received her initial training at Kalev went on to 
represent Canada in the 2008 Olympics.  Most recently, in 2012, Kalev Senior Group, the first Canadian RG group ever 
to participate in the Olympic Games, placed 11th at the London Olympic Games.     

AGG Development. Kalev is now the umbrella organization for gymnastics centres, one of the most recent being the Kalev 
AGG Academy, which began in 1995 as a rhythmic dance company, when Evelyn Koop realized an old dream: to create a 
company that could lift the sport to levels where it would be recognized as one of the performing arts. It would also mean 
returning to the roots of the sport: the rhythmic group performance, now called Aesthetic Group Gymnastics (AGG). Kalev has 
the most successful AGG teams in Canada, reaching the finals in almost all of the AGG World Championships since 2002. The 
4th Four Continents Championship in AGG, will do for AGG what Evelyn Koop did with a Four Continents Championship for RG 
years earlier, namely, provide a venue where non-European gymnasts have a chance to win medals in an international 
competition.  

We appreciate your support!
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